
CROPTHORNE PARISH COUNCIL 
 

NEW HOMES BONUS 
 

Cropthorne has £27,936 of New Homes Bonus to spend on a community project in the village.  Previously 
this money has been used to purchase a new bench, defibrillator, VAS signs and the sound and vision 
equipment in the village hall.  Changes to the protocol for the use of the NHB mean that we are now looking 
at a single large-scale project rather than several smaller ones, as we have done in the past.  There are strict 
guidelines as to how the money can be spent.  Anyone can take a look at the protocol and guidance 
information on the Wychavon District Council website:  www.wychavon.gov.uk/newhomesbonus   
 
We have, on several occasions asked parishioners for their thoughts on how they would like to see the 
monies spent, unfortunately with very little feedback.  The Parish Council has given this careful consideration 
and have two options: 
 

1. To extend part of the footway (pavement) in Field Barn Lane, in front of the new Kendrick Homes.  It 
has long been considered that Field Barn Lane is well used by pedestrians, between Blacksmiths Lane 
and Middle Lane.  Whilst we appreciate that this is just a small section, it is hoped that this will be 
the start of a longer-term project and we are actively working with Worcs. County Council for 
improved passing-bays. The cost for this section is estimated at £26,000 
 

2. A request has been received from St Michaels Church:   
Cropthorne Church has been central to our village’s life since it was built over 900 years ago. St 
Michaels’ holds two scheduled religious services each month, but is open to villagers and visitors 
alike from 9am ‘till dusk, each day of the year.  

We host events for visitors from various historical societies, visiting bell ringers, etc during the year.  
celebrations for both children and adults are well attended. 

Repair and maintenance is supported by The Walkabout, whose contribution to our restricted fund 
is vital in keeping the building open, dry and safe for the future.  

Sadly, modern hygiene facilities have so far passed us by, and it is now the only building in the 
village without a toilet, or somewhere to make a welcoming cup of tea. This loss is keenly felt when 
our visitors have come from afar, or when the warmth of shared hospitality would make a vital 
difference to a gathering in church. 

We have been quietly fundraising with monthly Tea Parties for over five years. Recent estimates for 
the work lie between £35,000 and £50,000, and as soon as we have detailed plans prepared we can 
get accurate quotations that will give us the final figure. The New Homes Bonus fund together with 
our donations so far should pay for the toilet, and we then aim to build the Tea Servery as soon as 
possible afterwards 

 
It is important that you take just a few minutes to reply to this consultation by emailing the clerk at 
cropthornepc@outlook.com or by letter and dropping it in to Cropthorne School in an envelope clearly 
marked for the attention of the parish council 
 

If you think the money could be better spent, in accordance with the protocol / guidance from 
Wychavon District Council, please include any further comments 
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