CROPTHORNE ANNUAL PARISH MEEETING held on Monday April 9th 2016 in Cropthorne and Charlton Village Hall
at 7 pm

Present : R Segar (Chair)
J King (Cllr)
W Clive (Cllr)
County Councillr E Eyre

M West (Cllr)
L Yapp (Clerk)
3 Members of the public
District Councillor M English

Copies of the Agenda, last years Minutes and the provisional Receipts and Payments Accounts for the year ended
31st March 2016 were available to those present.
1. The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting
2. Apologies were received from Councillors S Smythe and D Furlong, J Ayliffe, Geoff and Caroline Shaw
3. Minutes from last years Annual Parish meeting were approved by Councillor Segar , seconded by Councillor J
King
4. The Clerk presented the accounts. Approved Councillor Segar, seconded Councillor M West
5. Chairmans Report – Following last years elections, we welcomed Councillors W Clive and D Furlong on to the
Parish Council. We said goodbye to Tom Meikle and more recently to L Stoodley. We also temporarily said
goodbye to Bob Annis. Two main issues for the Parish Council was the purchase of Baldwins Bank (funded
from the New Homes Bonus), which we had to pay ‘over the odds’ to secure and the current consultation as
part of the SWDP to enlarge the two gypsy sites on the main road. Council members have engaged in a lot
of hard work behind the scenes to consult with residents. Further work is still needed at Baldwins Bank. A
number of planning applications have often been a topic for lengthy discussion at meetings, some
favourably, and some not so favourable. The Parish Council has purchased a Vehicle Activated Speed Sign,
Smart Water for the whole village, also from New Homes Bonus, and also supported Fladbury with their
plans to extend the Conservation area into Cropthorne
6. County Councillors Report (E Eyre) – Councillor Eyre had responded to the recent traveller consultation. The
‘hub’ continues to attend to pot-hole issues, but more complex issues are to be handled differently.
7. District Councillors Report (M English) – Councillor English reported on the number of planning applications
that Cropthorne has received, and advised that she had objected to the proposed extension of the traveller
sites on the grounds of sustainability, access and the fact the sites are outside the development boundary.
May 5th saw the PCC elections and John Campion (Conservative candidate) was duly elected. A group of
Syrian refugees are expected into Worcestershire shortly, and a second group later in the year, to be housed
in private accommodation and funded by the foreign aid budget.
8. Church Report – Rev. Sarah Dangerfield was welcomed as the new Parish priest to serve all the Five Alive
churches at the beginning of October and she is working with the school, supporting the religious context of
the school curriculum. The church had been closed from September until early December for essential
works to the central heating system. A decision was made to lift the flagstones and re build the supporting
brickwork of the ducts, cast iron underground piping had been replaced with modern GRP pipes. The
Cropthorne Walkabout continues to support the church, along with donations from the congregation. A
number of non-church goers continue to support the church with cleaning, providing flowers, cleaning and
mowing the churchyard. The village school is welcomed into the church to hold their own services
9. Village Hall/Sheppey Playing Fields - A number of events had been organised over the past 12 months and
continued to be well attended. The committee were looking for support from the Parish Council and the
New Homes Bonus to finance a sound proofing system in the village hall. The Parish Council were in full
agreement and suggested that quotes be obtained for a full sound system, to be extended into the smaller
committee rooms and to cover all possible events. Plans for the future included the ‘enhancement’ of the
main hall, to make it more attractive for special events i.e. wedding receptions.
10. Randolph Meakins Patty’s Farm and The Widow Lyes Charity – Following the sad loss last year of Garth
Wood, Jim carter had now agreed to become a Trustee. Lesley Houghton had also been appointed as the
new clerk, following the resignation of Jennifer Ayliffe after 9 years. Afternoon teas were provided for village

residents over 60 and the children from the village school proved the musical entertainment. The event will
be held again this year on July 13th. Details will be in the Five Alive nearer the time. 19 university students
benefitted from small grants for books totalling £300, and £1900 was paid out in Christmas Vouchers to
village residents of more than 5 years and who had reached 70 years of age. Small gifts had also been
provided to those residents unfortunate enough to have had to spend a few days in hospital.
11. Sheppey Swifts F.C - Last summer saw the reduction in the number of teams and children playing drop from
5 age group teams with over 60 children, to just 1 under 9’s team with 13 children. A number of reasons
contributed to this: education commitments for some players meant they would not have the time to
commit and moving up in age group meant additional players needed for some teams, and there were just
not enough children available. Our most successful team, who could have had a further 2 years left with
Sheppey folded due to the loss of a number of their players being given the opportunity to play a higher
standard of football. However the U9’s continue to thrive and the club is aiming to rebuild itself with
younger age groups
12. Other Matters Raised :
a) A request was made for the Lengthsman to clear chippings from the verges at the bottom of Brook Lane,
following the recent ‘surface dressing’.
b) Councillor Clive reported that the Youth Bus had been to Cropthorne and was well received. The clerk
would contact the organisers advising the Parish Council fully supported the bus and would like it to
continue.

A copy of the full report from any of the above can be obtained from the Clerk on 550687 or
cropthornepc@btinternet.com

