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What is a Parish Plan ?

Parish Plans were introduced by the Government in
2002 to help communities explore how they want to
develop in the future. In line with many councils across
the country, Cropthorne Parish Council has prepared
such a Plan. It will feed into the decisions of the District
Council and have an influence on future development.
Where does the data come from ?

Last year we surveyed your views and many of you
took the time and trouble to reply - thank you.
Based on this initial survey, we turned your views and concerns into questions, in order to find out
what everyone else felt about the matters you raised. This opportunity to influence the future of
Cropthorne was very well supported and we feel confident that the views of the Parish as a whole
have been received.

Our Thanks
A big thank you to all those who have freely volunteered their time and ideas. Without your
persistence and dedication, this project would simply have not have been possible.

The Parish Plan Steering Group.

The steering group

Richard Tisdall
Tom Meikle
Jacqui King
Tony King
John Agg
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Transport and Highways

Q

Would you support the following within the village ?
181 responded to this – Thank You.
More Police speed checks
Leaving the speed limits as they are
Lowering the 30mph zone to 20mph if this is possible
More speed warning signs
Other traffic calming, bumps etc*

This section attracted a huge response, thank you to those who expressed a preference on this.
*Most of these require street lighting

Speed and Traffic:

43% support
more speed warning
signs

62% support
more police speed
checks

78% say
leave speed limits as 48% support
they are
Lowering the 30 MPH
zone to 20 MPH

38% do not

22% disagree

57% do not
52% do not

Comments:
….”I think that more Police checks are necessary through the village…..”
…”The speed limit should be dropped to 20mph, particularly by the school”
…”Traffic in general travel far too fast through Cropthorne”
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Transport and Highways

Q

A 7.5 tonne vehicle is a large van or small lorry. Do you think the 7.5 tonne vehicular weight limit
through the village is too high, too low or about right ?

181 responded to this – thank you.

7.5 tonne weight limit
Too high
23%

Q

Too low
4%

About
right
73%

Do you think the 7.5 tonne weight limit is signed adequately ?

123 responded to this – thank you.

Is the 7.5 tonne weight limit signed
adequately?
Yes
34%

No
66%
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Q

Do you have any concerns regarding the volume of HGV‟s passing through the village ?
107 responded to this – thank you.

Volume of HGV's passing through village

40% have
no
concerns

Q

60%
indicated
concerns

Local Bus Service:
Do you use the bus service ?
Are you satisfied with the frequency of the bus service ?
Are you satisfied with the number of pick-up points ?

198 responded to this section – (People who do not use the bus service omitted from chart)
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Q

Transport:
Do you have any difficulties travelling to or from Cropthorne ?

181 responded to this – thank you.

Do you have any difficulties travelling to or from
Cropthorne ?

Yes
9%

No
91%

Q

Traffic Accidents:
Have you had any sort of traffic accident in Cropthorne ?
Do you think there are accident danger spots in Cropthorne ?

187 responded to this – thank you.
Fortunately Only 3 people who responded had experienced a traffic accident in Cropthorne

Do you think there are traffic accident spots
in Cropthorne?

No 15

Yes 75
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Q

General:
What do you think about the state of the roads and lanes in and around Cropthorne ?

99 responded to this – thank you.

State of the roads
56 say Poor
60

41 say average

50
40
30
20

2 say good

10
0

Q

Transport:
The initial survey suggested parking by the school at start and finish times was a problem.
Do you have any suggestions for solving this ?

The overwhelming response to this question was that parents should leave their vehicles at the Village Hall
car park and walk their children to school.
Another popular suggestion was the introduction of a “walking Bus” system, already successfully adopted in
many local villages.
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Services, shop and leisure facilities.
These received the second highest number of comments in the initial survey. 44 people mentioned the
absence of a shop or post office, others wanted more opportunities for people to meet. 13 people wanted
more facilities for young people; most requested a greater number of things for them on the Sheppey.
The last Census recorded 588 people in Cropthorne: approximately 20% aged under 16 and 28% aged
over 60. Compared to Worcestershire this is a slightly higher proportion of both young and old, with fewer in
between.

Q

Shops:
Do you think that Cropthorne needs a general store ?
If Cropthorne had a general store, would you use it regularly?
Would you be willing to make a financial contribution to establish a village shop ?
Would you be willing to contribute some of your time to help run a village shop ?

This question proved to be extremely well supported – thank you.

78% would use a
village
store regularly

78% are willing to
contribute some
71% are not willing
time
to make a financial
74% think that
contribution
Cropthorne needs a
general store

22% are not
29% are
willing
22% would not
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Q

Policing: This section received 305 responses – thank you.
The initial survey indicated that 7 people mentioned they liked the low crime rate and feeling
of safety. 5 people wanted improved policing.

50 people did
not know
there is a
community
Police Officer

90
80
70

89 people did not
feel that Crime or
anti -social
behaviour is a 87 people said
they felt safe
problem
in Cropthorne

60

11 people said
they have
suffered from
crime in the last 3
years

50
40
30
20

52 people
know there is
a community
Police Officer

10
0

10 people feel that
Crime or anti -social
behaviour is a problem

Q

Only 6 people said
they felt unsafe in
parts of Cropthorne

Neighbourhood watch: Received 174 responses – thank you.
Do you think a neighbourhood watch scheme should be revived ?
Are you willing to take part ?

25 people think a
Neighbourhood
watch scheme
should not be
revived

80
70
60

46 people are
not willing to
take part in a
scheme

50
40
30
20

71 people think a
Neighbourhood
watch scheme
should be
revived

10

32 people are
willing to take
part in a
scheme

0
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Q

Village Hall & Sheppey:
Have you used the Village Hall (VH) in the last year ?
Do you know what activities are on offer at the VH ?
Would you like the VH to host a shop ?
Would you like the VH to host a regular coffee bar or similar ?

49 People have
not used the
village hall in the
last year

80
70

28 People did
not know what
activities are on
offer at the VH

60
50

43 People
would not like
the VH to host
a shop

40
30

49 People
would not like
the VH to host
a coffee bar

20
10
0

52 People
have used the
village hall in
the last year

71 People
know what
activities are
on offer at the
VH

48 People
would like the
VH to host a
shop
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38 People
would like the
VH to host a
coffee bar
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Q

Village Hall & Sheppey:
Which of the following would you take part in or use if they were available ?

21 people
for
Gardening
club

25

20

18
people
PC self
help
group

18 for
Rambling
club

15

10

5

12
people
Whist
drive

8
7
8
people
people
people
for
for
for Art
music
drama
club
society
4
group
people
4 for
creative
drama
arts for
group
children

15 for
senior
citizen
group

0

12
people
home
business
facilities
3 people
will help
organize

Village Hall and Youth –

Young people who
would not use a VH
meeting place

80
70

78

60
50
40
30
20
10
0

Young people who
would like to see
more VH facilities

68

Young people who
would use a VH
meeting place

9

Young people who
would like to see a
youth shelter

Young people who
would not like to see
more VH facilities

6

48

Young people who
would not like to see
a youth shelter

28
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Q

Village Hall & Sheppey:
Would you like to see more facilities for adults on the Sheppey ?
66 people responded to this – thank you.

24

YES
Would you like to see more facilities for youth on the Sheppey ?
74 people responded to this – thank you.

42

YES
Would you like to see more social activities for adults in the village ?
68 people responded to this – thank you

30

YES
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Q

Other Social Activities:
Would you be willing to help organise any social activities ?
54 people responded to this – thank you.

Q

3

51

YES

No

Recycling and Waste:
330 responses were received – thank you.

In the initial survey, 7 people mentioned waste, litter or fly – tipping. There were
12 negative comments, all relating to rubbish or untidiness.

Is the Wychavon doorstep recycling service available to you ?
If YES, do you use it ?
Did you use the recycling bins by the VH on a regular basis ?
Should there be more recycling facilities in the village ?
89 people use the
doorstep recycling
service

90

66 people have the
Wychavon doorstep
recycling collection
available

80
70
60

46 people
would
like to see
44 used the recycling
more
recycling
points
bins at the VH

50
40
30
20
10
0
10 do not
11 do not
28 did not
36 do not
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Q

Recycling and Waste:
Would you use a “green waste” collection if it was provided ?
99 people responded to this – thank you.

Q

Q

76

23

YES

No

Are there enough rubbish bins in the village ?
90 people responded to this – thank you.

52

38

YES

No

Are there enough dog waste bins in the village ?
68 people responded to this – thank you.

41

YES

27

No
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Q

Recycling and Waste:
86 people responded to this – thank you.

Have you experienced problems with the following ?
Litter , fly-tipping , dumping of garden waste , dog fouling.

40
30
20
10
0

30 people have
experienced a
problem with litter

11 people have
experienced a
problem with flytipping

13 have experienced
a problem with
dumping garden
waste
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32 people have
experienced
problems with dog
fouling
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Youth

Q

The youth section was completed by young people aged between 8 and 17.

Activities & Things to do:










Do you think that there are enough things (activities, places to go etc) in Cropthorne ?

1

7

YES

No

Do you feel something needs to be done for the younger generation of Cropthorne ?

9

2

YES

No

If you answered YES to the above, do you feel facilities for young people are OK in Cropthorne?

1

3

YES

No

If something like a meeting room / café was set up would you use it ?

6

6

YES

No

Do you think that setting up a youth council would be beneficial for Cropthorne ?

3

6

YES

No

Page 17 of 30

Cropthorne Parish Plan – 2007

Youth

Q

Activities & Things to do:








Would you be prepared to participate in a youth council ?

3

6

YES

No

Do you know what is going on in Cropthorne ?

3

8

YES

No

When you finish school / university, do you intend to remain in Cropthorne?

0

6

YES

No

Do you feel safe in the village ?

5
YES
(day)


1

4

No
(day)

YES
(night)

Would you like a say in the decisions that directly affect you?

1

3

YES

No
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2
No
(night)
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Education:

Q

The initial survey received 11 comments about the primary school – all positive except car parking.

Are there children aged under 11 in your household who would use the following?






A Playgroup
Nursery School
Childminding Services
Pre / After School Clubs
Holiday Play Schemes

0

0

0

1

1

YES

YES

YES

YES

YES

Playgroup

Nursery

Childminder

Pre / after school club

Would you be interested in “understanding youth” training for adults ?
68 people expressed a preference – Thank you.

Would you be interested in "understanding youth"
training ?
NO
100%

YES
0%
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Holiday Play scheme
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Health and Social Services:

Q

The initial survey received very few comments on these services but we want to ascertain if your
needs are being met.

If required, do you have adequate support for :







Travelling to a Doctor, Chemist or other medical service
Dressing , bathing etc
Shopping
Cooking, housework etc
Garden Support
Meals on wheels

55
Have adequate
support for
travelling to
doctor, Chemist etc

60

44
44
Have adequate
support for Have adequate
support for
shopping
44
Cooking,
Have adequate
41
housework etc
34
support for dressing
have adequate
have adequate
and bathing
support for
support for Meals
gardening
on Wheels

50
40
30
20
10

5 Do not

0

4 Do not

4 Do not

4 Do not

Facilities for the disabled:
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8 Do not
6 Do not
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Facilities for the disabled:

Q

The initial survey received very few comments about this. At the last census, there were 80 people
(13%) in Cropthorne with a long term illness.

Do you have a disability ? If YES, do:






Do disabled facilities in Cropthorne met your needs adequately ?
Do you need adopted access to your house ?
Is movement around the streets a problem ?
Can you access local public facilities (ie Church, village hall etc) ?
Does the condition of pavements or footpaths impede your mobility ?

10 people
have a disability
10

5 people indicate
that disabled
facilities are
adequate

8
6
4

3 have difficulty
moving around the
streets

0 require
adapted access

2
0

Q

3 indicate the
condition of the
pavements impede
their mobility

0 have problems
with access to public
facilities

Are you a carer for someone disabled or elderly. ?

5
YES

Q

If you are a carer for someone disabled or elderly, are you adequately supported ?.

3
YES
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Housing & Development

Q

Housing needs:
A: People in your household who need to buy a single property in Cropthorne (now)
B: People in your household who will need to buy a single property in Cropthorne (next 3 yrs)
C: People in your household who will need an affordable rental property in Cropthorne (now)
D: People in your household who will need an affordable rental property in Cropthorne (next 3 yrs)
E: People in your household who will need an affordable shared or part-ownership property in
Cropthorne (next 3 yrs)

Q

1

4

2

5

5

A

B

C

D

E

If there is a need for affordable housing in your household:

 How many houses are required in Cropthorne now ?

4
NOW

 How many houses will be required in the next 3 years ?

7
NEXT 3 YRS
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Housing and Development

Q

What are your views on future residential development in Cropthorne ?

This section received one of the largest responses – thank you
Location:

140
120

No more new
housing

100

83

Do not want an
extension of the
development
boundary
Do not want
only
122
development
within the
village boundary

Do not want
only conversion
of redundant
buildings

49

80

60

60
40

Want more new
housing

20

74

0

Only conversion
of redundant
buildings

94

Only
development
within the
village boundary

104

Want an
extension of the
development
boundary

42

Q

If anyone in your house is seeking alternative accommodation in the village please

state why from the following:






People who need more space = 0
People who need less space = 1
People who want to buy a property = 2
People who require sheltered accommodation = 0
People who require adaptation to suit disability = 0
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Housing and Development

Q

What are your views on future residential development in Cropthorne ?

This question received a very good response – thank you
Type: Part 1

120

61 say
no to
single
housing
only

100
80

112 say no to
larger
developments
only
70 say no to
small groups

104 say no to
affordable
rental housing
not restricted

82 say no to
small houses
only

60
40
20
0

52 say
single
housing
only

75 say small
groups of <10
14 say
45 say
properties only
larger
small houses
- mixed sizes & developments
only
prices
only

26 say
affordable
rental
housing not
restricted to
locals

Type: Part 2

120
100
80
60

71 say no to
Affordable
rental
104 say no to
housing
affordable
(restricted to
part
locals)
ownership
(not
restricted)

68 say no to
affordable
part
ownership 92 say no to
large
(restricted)
properties
only

98 say no to
combined
residential &
business

40
20
0

79 say
Affordable
rental
housing
(restricted
to locals)

22 say
affordable part
ownership (not
restricted)

65 say
affordable
part
ownership
(restricted)
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31 say
large
properties
only

19 say
combined
residential &
business
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Q

If anyone in your house is seeking alternative accommodation in the village please

state why from the following:






People who need more space = 0
People who need less space =1
People who want to buy a property = 2
People who require sheltered accommodation = 0
People who require adaptation to suit disability = 0

Local Environment

Q






Footpaths:
A: Do you know where all the footpaths are in Cropthorne ?
B: Do you use any of them ?
C: If Yes, can you do so easily ?
D: Should Cropthorne footpaths be better signposted ?
E: Would you like to see additional footpaths ?

50

75

61

52

20

YES

YES

YES

YES

YES

A

B

C

D

E

48

29

14

31

61

No

No

No

No

No
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Local Environment

Q

Verges:

Do you think that verges and vacant land in Cropthorne should be:
 A: Managed as a haven for wildlife ?
 B: Maintained at the present level ?
 C: Should be managed in a tidier condition than they are at present ?

42

42

43

Yes

Yes

Yes

A

B

C

Q





Street lighting:
This section received the most responses – thank you
There should be none at all under any circumstances ?
There should be general street lighting ?
There should be street lighting at junctions only ?
There should be some in association with traffic calming in the vicinity of the school ?

90 say there
89 say there
should be no
should be no
street lighting at
street lighting at
101 say there
all
junctions
should be no
88 say there
general street
should be no
lighting
street lighting in
the vicinity of
the school

120
100
80
60
40
20
0

82 say there
should be
street lighting

62 say there
should be
general street
lighting

64 say there
should be
street lighting at
junctions
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60 say there
should be
street lighting in
the vicinity of
the school
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Environmental Improvement

Q

In 2000 Cropthorne won a best kept village competition.

Would you be prepared to support
 Entering the best kept village competition again ?
 Community environment improvement work / project ?
 Maintaining footpaths ?

60
50
40
30
20
10
0

31
Support
maintaining
footpaths

57
Support entering
the best kept village
competition

23
indicated they
9
28
would like to receive
would
be
Support communityinformation on
environmental workresponding to prepared to take
part in a shared
global warming
vehicle scheme
for shopping etc
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Parish Council

Q
 73 responded that they know how to contact the Parish Clerk or a Councillor
 (23 responded that they did not)

 28 responded that they would like to receive more information about the PC
 (60 responded that they did not)

Communication
“Five Alive” from the Church is the only regular publication distributed
throughout Cropthorne
 50 responded that they would like to receive more information on what is going on in
the village
 (41 responded that they did not)

 10 responded that they would help collate or distribute this information
 (64 responded that they would not)

 25 responded that they thought more notice boards are required
 (58 responded that they did not)

 16 responded that they thought more signposts or a street map was required
 (69 responded that they did not)
Cropthorne has a website (www.cropthorne.org.uk)

 45 responded that they would like to see this website developed further as an
information source for the village
 (33 responded that they would not)
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Draft Action Points
Transport & Highways
Page 4

More speed checks CPC to write to police

Page 5

(i)Better 7.5 tonne weight limit signage. Letter to highways

(ii) Better road signs e.g. a road sign for „Main Road‟ at junction with
Brook Lane (to stop heavy goods vehicles heading towards Main Street)
Page 8

State of the roads.
(i) Inform highway department of concerns, request additional checks by highways.
(ii) Parking related to school: suggest letter by the school to parents recommending
use of the village hall car park and exploring the introduction of a walking bus system.
Services Shop & Leisure Facilities
Page 9

Seek action plan from village shop committee regarding feasibility of village shop.

Policing
Page 10

(i) Encourage better advertising of Community Police Officer.

(ii) Neighbourhood Watch: Ask Community Police Officer if the number of responses
(71 out of 96) justify a Neighbourhood Watch Scheme.
Village Hall & Sheppey
Page 11

Pass results onto Village Hall committee

Page 12
(i) Clubs: Identify interested parties at launch event of Parish Plan and put interested
parties in touch with each other.
(ii) Youth Meeting Place: Explore the feasibility of a youth shelter with the CPC and
Village Hall Committee.

Recycling & Waste
Page 14

(i) Identify Wychavon DC recycling strategy for the next 5 years.
(ii) Put Smokey Lane on recycling route: letter to Wychavon DC.
Re-introduce household waste skip in village on an annual basis.

Youth:
Page 17

Explore youth aspirations.

Page 29 of 30

Facilities for the Disabled
Page 21

Seek to identify issues that affect mobility for the disabled.

Housing
Page 22

Pass housing needs comments to Wychavon DC.

Local Environment
Page 25

Footpaths: Improve signage and put footpath plan on website.
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Environmental Improvement
Identify and support interested parties who would be involved in
(i)
best kept village competition
(ii)
maintaining footpaths
(iii)
community environmental work
(iv)
car share scheme

Communication
Page 28

Prepare information in response to more information to address global warming for
inclusion on web site.
Develop village web site for multiple access from representative village groups.
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